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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



Special quarantine regulations for fruit vessels. 
department circtjlae no. 26. 

Treasury Department, 
Bureau of Public Health and 

Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, March 24-, IdOlf.. 
To United States consular officers, masters and owners of vessels, col- 
lectors of customs, national, State, and local quarantine officers, and 
other's: 

To permit vessels from foreign ports with perishable cargoes of 
fruit to enter southern ports of the United States without detention, 
in accordance with the provisions of the quarantine regulations, April 
1, 1903, the following special regulations are promulgated, and will be 
enforced at the ports of departure: 

REGULATIONS TO BE ENFORCED AT FOREIGN POETS SUSPECTED OP BEING INFECTED WITH 

YELLOW FEVER. 

1. None of the crew shall be allowed to go on land, except the cap- 
tain or representative, who shall go only to enter and clear the vessel, 
and only in the daytime. 

2. No one from the shore shall visit the vessel, except the quarantine 
officers, customs officers, and agent of the ship. 

3. All laborers who may be taken on the ship for loading purposes 
must have no intercourse with the shore subsequent to their entry 
upon the vessel until their final discharge therefrom. 

4. No intercoui'se is to be allowed with persons on shore, except as 
provided in the preceding paragraphs. 

o. No vessel in the harbor shall lie at any wharf, except as provided 
in special cases, but must be anchored in the river or harbor in mid- 
stream, where directed by the sanitary inspectors; and lighters, having 
been loaded by natives ashore, may be unloaded onto the ship by the 
laborers. 

6. The ships, if going up a river or harbor for fruit, shall not be 
allowed to bring any passengers down the river on their return. 

7. All passengers must embark from the regular ports and must 
have been under the observation of the sanitarj^ inspector of the 
United States for at least five days prior to the departure of the ship, 
and be provided with his certificate to that effect. Passengers will 
not be allowed to carry bedding. Where passengers come from ele- 
vated and noninfectible points in the interior to coast towns for 
embarkation they should not be required to pass the five-day period 
of observation in the latter places, because of tne danger of developing 
malarial or other tropical fevers. They should be required to bring a 
certificate from the United States consul, or a reliable physician, and 
the sanitary inspector shall satisfy himself that they have been at such 
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elevated and noninfectibie interior points for five days immediately 
preceding- their arrival at coast towns. 

8. Special attention should be paid to the sanitary condition and 
history of passengers arriving directlj^ or indirectly from the Pacific 
coast towns of Central America. 

9. All outgoing vessels must be provided with a bill of health in 
accordance with the law, and, in addition thereto, certificates in dupli- 
cate, signed by the medical officer attached to the consulate, giving 
the name of the ship, Ker master, the number of crew, a list of passen- 
gers, their sanitary condition, their ultimate destination in the United 
States, and stating the health conditions of the port and surrounding 
country, of the ship and her crew, with any other pertinent informa- 
tion, also certifying that the vessel has complied with all the require- 
ments of this circular for the port of departure. This certificate shall 
be attached to the bill of health and the duplicate to the duplicate bill 
of health, and shall be the evidence of compliance with the above 
requirements on which the vessel, arriving with a good sanitary his- 
tory and in good sanitary condition, may be admitted to entry without 
the usual disinfection and detention in quarantine. 

EEGULATIONS TO BE ENFORCED AT FOREIGN PORTS INFECTED WITH VELLOW FEVER. 

The foregoing rules and regulations shall apply also to vessels 
engaged in the fruit trade between foreign ports infected with yellow 
fever, or where yellow fever prevails, and ports of the United States, 
and are the special regulations provided for in paragraph 69, Excep- 
tion B, of the quarantine regulations for domestic ports, April 1, 1903. 
Attention is called to the further requirement that these vessels shall 
carry no passengers; and also to the regulations to be observed at all 
foreign ports where yellow fever prevails with regard to vessels leav- 
ing for the United States or its dependencies. 

The vessel shall not lie where her crew will be exposed to danger of 
contracting yellow fever, and the loading, etc., must be conducted with 
such precautions as will prevent infected mosquitoes getting aboard. 

Water tanks, water buckets, and other collections of water about the 
vessel should be guarded in such manner that they shall not become 
breeding places for mosquitoes. The desti'uction of mosquitoes aboard 
must be insured, as far as possible, by the simultaneous fumigation — 
2 pounds of sulphur per 1,000 cubic feet, all openings closed for two 
hours — of all compartments which 6an be so treated without injury 
to the cargo. Pyi'ethrum powder, taking care to sweep up and destroy' 
the mosquitoes, ma}^ be substituted in the engine room at the option of 
the medical officer. 

The vessel should sail immediately after this fumigation is com- 
pleted. 

All baggage should be rigidly inspected and the exclusion of mos- 
quitoes assured. 

Note. — While the foregoing are specific regulations for fruit vessels, it .should be 
borne in mind that they relate only to yellow fever, and that in the event of an out- 
break of any other quarantinable disease at the port of departure, the general quar- 
antine regulations for diseases other than yellow fever, approved April 1, 1903, should 
be enforced on these fruit vessels. 

REGULATIONS TO BE ENFORCED AT SOUTHERN PORTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Fruit vessels without certificates of the United States sanitary 
inspectors at foreign ports and fruit vessels infected with j-ellow fever 
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shall be subject to the general quarantine regulations of the United 
States. Persons exposed to infection in unloading cargo onto lighters 
shall be detained after such exposure, as provided for other persons 
exposed to yellow fever. 

This circular supersedes all previous Department circulars relating 
to special quarantine regulations for fruit vessels. 

Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon- General. 
Approved: 

Robert B. Armstrong, 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Summary of- worh in Chinatown, San Francisco., for the week e)ided 

March 26, IdOlt. 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, under 
date of March 28: 

Week ended March S6. 

Buildings reinspected 257 

Rooms 1,909 

Persons inspected 2, 815 

Sick 25 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 10 

Dead examined 5 

Necropsies 

Rats bacteriologically examined 62 

Number showing pest infection 

Places limed and disinfected 1, 010 

Times streets swept 3 

Sewers flushed 14 

Notices served to abate plumbing nuisances 10 

Plumbing nuisances abated 7 

Undergoing abatement 16 

Total number of plumbing inspections 115 

Transactions on account of smallpox in northern Maine, Canadian 

border. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Boothby, at Lowelltown, reports March 
22, through Surgeon Kalloch, as follows: 

During the week ended March 22 1 inspected 50 persons passing 
through Lowelltown, vaccinated 16, and disinfected the clothing of 12. 

Transactioiu on account of yellow fever at Laredo, Tex. 

Conference of local health officers of Texas called iy State health offi/iei- — 
Rejyresentatitm of service desired. 

Austin, Tex., March 17, 190Ii. 
Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon- General, Washington, I). C. 
Dear Sir: I have invited all local health officers to meet me in my 
office at the State capitol at 10 o'clock a. m. the 31st instant. I would 
be pleased to have your department represented by a competent sani- 
tarian, if you so desire. 



